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Only 35 LA Public Schools Get  
an A in Supporting the Arts
Budget cuts and a narrow focus on subjects that are 
measured on standardized tests have contributed 
to a vast reduction of public school arts programs 
across the country. The deterioration has been 
particularly jarring in Los Angeles, the epicenter of 
the entertainment industry. The Los Angeles Unified 
School District is discovering the extent of those cuts 
as it seeks to regain the vibrancy that once made it a 
leader in arts education. 

READ MORE HERE via THE LA TIMES Volunteers in Nonprofit Arts  
Organizations in LA County
Volunteer management requires a significant 
investment of time and resources for most 
nonprofits. A report released by the LA County Arts 
Commission suggests that while volunteers are 
traditionally treated as a source of labor, they might 
also be considered part of the organization’s public 
engagement strategy. 

DOWNLOAD REPORT HERE

Could Nonprofit & Philanthropic 
Partnerships be a Permanent 
Solution to LAUSD’s Lack of 
Arts Access?
In response to the LA Times article concerning the 
lack of arts access in LAUSD, P.S. ARTS CEO Dr. 
Kristen Paglia positions nonprofit and philanthropic 
partnerships as a sustainable, scalable model to 
address district-wide arts education.

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE via P.S. ARTS

New Pot of Arts Ed Funding 
Heads to LAUSD Schools
LAUSD recently announced that schools received 
more than $1 million in new funding for arts 
education from the state. Every school got a piece 
of this $1 million pie, but for the first time schools 
lacking in arts education got a bigger slice. Money 
was distributed based on student enrollment and the 
results of the district’s new Arts Equity Index, which 
was released this spring.

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE via KPCC

California Legislative Committee 
Probes Shortcomings in Arts Ed
On November 6th, lawmakers, school officials, 
community organizers, and arts educators gathered 
in Beverly Hills to talk about why schools aren’t 
complying with state law requiring arts education. 
Senator Ben Allen, Chair of the Joint Committee on 
the Arts, convened the hearing. 

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE via KPCC

Southern CA School District  
Makes Unprecedented Investment  
in the Arts
In some places, arts instruction is making a big 
comeback. Nowhere is that more true than in Chula 
Vista, near San Diego. The elementary school district 
has made an unprecedented investment in the arts 
for its 30,000 students, going from five full-time arts 
teachers to about 70.

LISTEN TO FULL AUDIO via THE CA REPORT

LOCAL

http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la-me-lausd-arts-20151102-story.html
http://www.lacountyarts.org/pubfiles/LACAC-Volunteers_Report.pdf
https://www.psarts.org/could-nonprofit-philanthropic-partnerships-be-a-permanent-solution-to-lausds-lack-of-arts-access/
http://www.scpr.org/news/2015/11/24/55838/new-pot-of-arts-education-funding-heads-to-lausd-s/
http://www.scpr.org/news/2015/11/07/55467/california-legislative-committee-to-probe-shortcom/
http://audio.californiareport.org/archive/R201511130850/b


I’d Like to Say “Thank You” to …
In honor of Thanksgiving, executive directors of 
regional arts organizations and state arts agencies 
publicly thank the artists who have made a difference 
in their lives.

READ MORE via ART WORKS BLOG

Arts Education Parent  
Advocacy Toolkit
The Center for Arts Education recently released 
“Expanding Arts Education in Your Child’s School,” an 
arts education parent advocacy toolkit. When parents 
come together as a community to mobilize, educate, 
and inspire, they can move arts instruction to a 
central position in the school day where it belongs.

DOWNLOAD TOOLKIT HERE

NATIONAL

Huge Arts Education Win in Congress
Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) 
successfully added an amendment to the rewrite of 
the nation’s Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA) legislation that will integrate the arts into 
STEM education (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math). This is of particular significance because 
her amendment was unanimously adopted by 
voice vote by the joint House-Senate Conference 
Committee during the mark-up of the final ESEA bill. 
Next, the bill goes to the House and Senate for final 
(and likely) passage in early December before landing 
on the President’s desk.

READ MORE via AFTA ACTION FUND

https://www.arts.gov/art-works/2015/id-say-thank-you-crowd-sourced-post
http://toolkit.centerforartsed.org/advocacy/resources/toolkit-landing?body=
http://artsactionfund.org/news/entry/huge-arts-education-win-in-congress-today


Anti-bullying Campaign Gets  
Personal for LAPD & Students
Last January, P.S. ARTS launched a pilot program  
at Bret Harte Preparatory Middle School in 
partnership with the LAPD Jeopardy Program 
(Southeast Division) and funded by The California 
Endowment. For key leaders in the police  
department and juvenile justice system, the  
program demonstrated the efficacy of innovative, 
arts-based diversion programs for at-risk youth. 
The program culminated with two anti-bullying 
assemblies featuring Kirk Smalley of Stand  
for the Silent.

READ MORE HERE via LA SCHOOL REPORT

Veterans & Creative Arts Therapies
Americans for the Arts recently held a Congressional 
briefing on Veterans and the arts community 
highlighting new partnerships, ongoing programs,  
and resources going forward.

READ MORE HERE via AFTA

Success: More NYC Public School 
Students Receiving Arts Education, 
Report Finds
A new report from New York State Comptroller’s 
office shows that 95 percent of city high schoolers 
surveyed in 2014 completed mandatory arts classes. 
This study shows major improvement from a 2011 
audit that found that only half of students received 
arts instruction.

READ MORE HERE via THE OBSERVER

TRENDING

http://laschoolreport.com/anti-bullying-campaign-gets-personal-for-lapd-and-students/
http://blog.americansforthearts.org/2015/11/12/americans-for-the-arts-holds-congressional-briefing-on-veterans-and-creative-arts-therapies
http://observer.com/2015/11/nyc-public-schools-have-successfully-improved-arts-education/
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